
Chairs Report 

 

It has been a few years since I wrote the last Chairs Report, as everyone will know this is as a result 

of the Covid Pandemic which has affected everyone in different ways and still continues to have an 

impact on all of us, during this time we did eventually manage to master the use of Zoom/Microsoft 

Teams and hold meetings this way, something now that unfortunately seems the normality, we did 

manage to hold one face to face meeting in the Kilmorack Hall and it will be good to get back to 

these again in the future when conditions permit us too. 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome a new Ward Councillor David Fraser to our meetings 

and to the ward, working with him on issues that affect the community has been very positive and a 

pleasure, David has also joined us on recent SSE Liaison Group meetings and is getting a good 

understanding of the historic issues from the substation and how it may affect us in the future. 

The Wester Balblair substation has caused the community significant cause for concern and as many 

of you will know we have been affected by a noise nuisance from the substation for seven years 

now, since the Beauly-Denny upgrade to the substation, SSE have carried out mitigation to resolve 

the nuisance and recently they have reduced the nuisance to what they consider is an ‘acceptable’ 

level. 

SSE with this in mind are keen to get the existing Noise Abatement Notice lifted, Kilmorack 

Community Council does have concerns about this with future developments, upgrades and possible 

expansions of the substation and how this will have an impact on the community, residents and 

what the visual impact and noise impacts of these will be, for this reason have asked SSE and 

Highland Council to carry out effective ongoing noise monitoring around the substation to ensure 

that noise levels do not increase and create an unacceptable noise nuisance for residents. 

It is clear from attending the SSE Liaison Group Meetings that there will be significant changes to the 

power network/grid to meet carbon neutral ambitions and this will therefore have an impact at 

Wester Balblair Substation and across the whole region and our community, we hope that we can 

limit the impact on the community of these changes through the Liaison Group and with the support 

of Highland Council and the Ward Councillors. 

Some of you will have noticed that the path from Wester Balblair to Altyre has recently been 

improved, the bottom section of the path often flooded in the winter, this work was carried out free 

of charge by Mark Hedderwick and the materials used were donated to us by Breedons Quarry and I 

would like to thank both of them for this work, a job well done. 

Another issue that affect the community are the condition of the roads and ditches, this is an 

ongoing issue which is always affected by budgets and resources, we do hope that this situation will 

improve over time but I understand that resources more than budget are the issue that we currently 

face and when this situation will improve is difficult to currently predict. 

We have good relations with Highland Council Roads Department and are hoping to have a meeting 

with them shortly to address the most urgent road repairs that are required. 

It is great sadness that we hear the news the Margaret Davidson, Leader of Highland Council and 

one of our Ward Councillors is stepping down at the elections in May, would also like to take this 

opportunity to give my personal thanks and gratitude to Margaret We have worked with Margaret 



for many years now and we all would like to thank her for her invaluable assistance, her guidance 

and professionalism to the community, we are very sad to see her go and would like to wish her and 

her family all the very best with the next chapter in her life. 

This seems an opportune time to also thank personally all of my fellow Kilmorack Community 

Councillors for their hard work and time spent running the Community Council, I could not be able to 

do what I do without their help and it is greatly appreciated. 

I would like to also ask anyone who is interested in getting involved in the Community Council to 

please contact us and ask residents to contact us if they need assistance or have any concerns 

relating to the community. 

Please stay safe and I hope that the year to come will be a brighter and better one for everyone. 

 

With regards, 

 

 

Steve Byford 


